
Trucking Moves America Forward (TMAF) commissioned research in February 2019 to measure the impact of the 
awareness and education campaign over the past four years among American motorists.

TOPLINE POINTS
•  The image of the trucking industry remains very positive. Motorists not only give the industry credit for moving 

more freight than railroads or airlines, but they overwhelmingly believe that the industry plays a very important 
role in the country’s economy. 

•  Americans describe the industry as the “backbone of our country” and say that “if the trucks stop rolling,  
the country stops rolling.”  

•  Many motorists have positive things to say about truck drivers and the industry, complimenting their 
commitment to safety and hard work. 

•  Americans describe the industry’s safety record as positive and having improved over the last twenty years.  

•  Americans believe that truck drivers are not only professionals, but safe drivers, with higher standards for 
safety than others on the road.
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Have a favorable view of  
the trucking industry.

Consider truck  
drivers to be “mostly 

safe” drivers.

Believe the trucking 
industry plays a very 
important role in the 

nation’s economy.

Have a positive view  
of the industry’s  
safety record.

Believe that trucks 
move more freight than 
railroads or airplanes.

Consider truck drivers  
to be “professionals.”

Believe the industry’s safety 
record has gotten better 

over the last 20 years.

Generally hear more good 
things about the trucking 
industry compared to bad 

things or nothing at all.

Agree that truck drivers 
have higher standards 
for safety than other 

motorists.

NATIONAL POLLING



Methodology
The online survey, conducted by Public Opinion Strategies on behalf of TMAF, surveyed 800 American adults with driver’s licenses from February 14-18, 
2019, and it replicated a survey from April 28-May 7, 2015. Results from the full survey have a margin of error of +/- 3.46 percentage points

Delivers products in a timely  
manner and is essential for 
the economy

More respectful of others 
than they were in the past

Hard working folks  
making the right moves

Keeps our food coming to our homes

Goes through the worst weather 
situations, no matter what, trying 
to get their freight delivered

The trucking industry is vital to the well being 
of our country. They provide communities 
with what they need to sustain themselves

Kind drivers, well-paying, good 
benefits and enjoyable hours

It has generated millions  
of dollars and is a great 
boost for the economy

Trucking moves the country

How fast and 
smooth they are

Awesome way 
to make a living

Moves products at lower prices

They are able to access 
remote places

Safe and eco-friendly

Very reliable service Dependable and reliable

TRUCKING  
AS A CAREER

EDUCATION  
OF TMAF
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View trucking  
as a career versus  

a temporary job.

American motorists who have seen, heard  
or read information about TMAF  

have a more favorable view of the industry.

KNOWING AN 
INDUSTRY 
PROFESSIONAL

Know someone  
who works in the  
trucking industry.

Know someone in the  
trucking industry
Don’t know someone  
in the trucking industry

Have a positive view  
of the industry.

Have heard good  
things about trucking.

Believe that the industry’s 
safety record has gotten 

better over the last 20 years.
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A COLLECTION OF POSITIVE ATTRIBUTES OF THE TRUCKING INDUSTRY


